_ alſo Children are as capable of bein 
into Covenant with God, among 


Practice of hs? 8 of Chriſt ; 
own particular Church hath declired in her 


* 


fit and pr 
| ens fan's eclarations and Promiſes for them- -| 


E fg 


 refulgd'to make them, they 


them, was the only Reaſon why they 


that was made f 


*. Ti is en 1 that Baptiſm is- an 
. * Ordinance which Chriſt hath appointed, 
for admitting Perſons intoCovenant with 

802 and into Fellowſhip with the Chriſtian 

Church. And becauſethis Ordinance was taken 

from the Jetus, among whom Children, as well 

as others, were admitted into Covenant; becauſe 
received 
hriſtians, 
as they were among the Fes, an dChriſt hath 
no where excepted them ; bec# the Scrip- 
ture (1 Cor. vii. 14.) ſuppoſes a peculiar Holi- 
neſs in the Children of Chriſtian Parents, 

Which the Children of Heathens have not ; 

and Jaftly, becauſe it would not be agreeable 

to the natural Tenderneſs of Parents, nor to 


. mat Concern which they are bound to have 
fort he Welfare of their Children, to defer 


their Admiſſion into Covenant with "God 
longer than they are fairly capable of it: For 
theſe Reaſons Infant Baptiſm hath been the 
and our 


fmt: That the Baptiſm of young Children is 
wiſe 10 be retained, 9 moff agretable with 
nſtitutjon of Chr np. 
be Falte of Baptizing Infants big 
We ſuppoſed; their Part of the Covenant, 
which is Faith and Repentance, cannot be 
perſormed but dy the Declarations and Pro- 
miſes of others; and theſe Declarations and 
Promiſes which are made by e we 4 
oy intended to ſupply 'the 
derſtanding in the Ae cannot be ſup- 
ofed to ſuffice, longer, than ſuch want of 
nderſtanding | £ontirives. Which ſhews how 
r 45 is, that Children ſhould make 


in their own 'Perfons, as ſoon as 
to a competent Age and Know- 
Their being then unable to make 
were 
not then required to make them in Perſon; 
and if they” bad been then able, and yet had 
could not have 
deen received into Covenant at all. If 57 
fore, after they are grown to Maturity, 

are able, they neglect to inform themſe —. in 
the Chriſtian Religion, and refuſe to make 
proper Declarations of Faith and Obedience ; 
this looks too like a renouncing the Covenant 
or them, and a Ks up their 
Tive oe kr e h are no Jef, 


2 


ledge.” 
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foie the $orgirened of Sins, the Givce of 
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God, and everlaſting Life. 
IH; Accordingly, the Church requires of the 


Parents, - and others who made the Covenant 


in the Name of the Children, to ſee that they 
be inſtructed betimes in the Knowledge of 
the Chriftian Religion, and of all ſuch 1 hings 


as are to be believed and done by them, in 


purſuance of that Covenant: Particularly, 
that they be taught, as well the ſolemn Pro- 
miſe which was then made in their Name, 
That they ſhould: renounce the- Works of 


es the Devil, the Vanities of the World, and. 


« the finful Luſts of the Fleſh, as the Ne- 
ceſlity of their reſolving to make good that 
Promiſe in the Courſe of their Lives, if they 


hope to receive any Benefit by having been 
entred into Covenant with God. 


- IV. For theſe Ends our Church hath prepared 
a CaTEcnism, or Form of Inſtruction, to 
be learnt by Children; and leſt Parents and 
Sureties ſhould neglect their Duty herein, 
every Miniſter is alio ordered to Inilruct and 
Examine them. 


for Inſtruction: But now, that Parents are 
generally more knowing, and Schools ſar 
more numerous than in former Times, it is 
become the ordinary Duty of Miniſters, not 


— 

welt Mey have been taught. Upon which I 
3 make theſe two Qbſexvations ; the firſt, 
That ſince Children have now better Means 
and Opportunities of Inſtruction, than in for- 


mer Days, a greater Proficiency in the Know- 


ledge of Religion may in Proportion be ex- 


pected from them; and the ſecond, That - 
lince Miniſters are now eaſed in great. Meas 


ſure of that Patt of the Work which depends 


upon the Memory, it may reaſonably be ex- 
pected from them, that they apply with greates 
Diligence to the Ladenflandings of (Children, | 
| by ſuch eaſy Explanations, as. e let them * 

into the Senſe and Meaning of what they 
committed to Memory, and lead them to ſur⸗ 15 


1 


ther Degrees of | Chriſtian Knowledge: Ina 
much as theſe Inſtructions of Children, Whe? 
mer by Parents, ox Sureties, . 
are preparatory to their Cattirmation..by he 
Biſhop, that 22 to a more ſolemn Ntrance_ | 


into o Couchant with 9 DO 2 gy 


Which Order was very ne- 
ceſſary in former Days, When ſew Parents 
were able to Inſtru& their Children, and there 
| were few Schools to which they+#ould be ſent. 


to teach them, as to examine how. - 
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is of ancient Uſe in the Church of Chriſt; 


the Practice of the Apoſtles, As viii. 14. and 
xix. 6. where we read, that when Philip the 


nerally ſuppoſed to refer to this Rite, becauſe 
of the Order in which it is there placed; that 


* 


ee. 
1 - 


-, 


which is not a 
proper Work of the Underſtanding ; not the 


_ ciples at Epheſus had been baptized, Paul laid 


of Hand: ; aecording to the known Ulage of 


9 cordingly 
in particu 


admitted to the Communion of Chriſt's Bod 
"and Blood; and on their Part, the joining in 


„ toro Ghrift's Fleck at their Baptiſm. And if 


| join together the Thoughts of their receiving 


_ - -cragzent; as we ſee the Church in all Ages hath 
= joined them; they would not be ſo zcal 


Knowledge 20 Choicef#avd upon a Belief that 
it N their Du and Intereſt fo to do: All 
ork of the Memory, but the 
g N 
eing able barely to ſay their Catechiſm, by rote, 
but the giving ſome Proof that they underſland 
the Principles and Duties of Religion. 

V. The Rite of ConFiRMATIoON or laying 
on of Hands, for which Children who have 
been already baptized are to be thus prepared, 


and is ſuppoſed- by many to have riſen from 


Evangelift had converted and baptized the, 
Samaritans, the Apoſtles ſent unto them Peter 
and Fobn, to pray for them, and to lay their 
Hands on them; and that, after certain Dif- 


his Hands on them. And what we read, 
Heb. vi. 1, 2. of laying on of Hands, as one of 
the Principles of the Doctrine of Chrijt, is ge- 


is to ſay, immediately after Repentance 


Doctrine of Baptiſm : Repentance and Faith 
being the Preparations for Baptiſm, and Bap- 
tiſm itſelf being there followed by the laying on 


the Church in this 
ing of Chriſtianity. B CITED 71 : i 
VI. It is true, indeed, that the Practice of 
the Church hath varied, as to the Circum- 
ſtances of this Rite, and the Age at which it 
hath been adminiſtred. But there is one Cir- 
cumſtance; which hath been generally the 
ſame in all Times, namely, the conſidering it 
as a Preparation to the higheſt Office of our 
Religion, the Holy Communion. And ac- 
it is an Order of our own Church 
lar, That none be admitted to the Holy 
Communion, until ſuch time as he be Confirmed, 
or be ready and defirons to be Coltfirmed. This 
is a public Teſtimony which Church re- 
quires, of the Fitneſs of young e 2 
Body 


atter, from the Begin- 


* 


that Holy Office with the faithful Servants of 
Chriſt, does as it were complete, and bring to 
full Effect, their Admiſſion inis the Congrega- 


Parents would, in their own Minds, always 
Confirmation, and of receivin 


g tbe Holy. Za⸗ 


j 
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ous to 


"I 


* 


bring their Children to be Confitmed, fo long 


before they can poſſibly. think them fit to re- 
ceive the Sacrament ; nor ſo indifferent, after 
they are Confirmed, whether they ever receive 


VII. It would, Joutidlels, be a great Means 


of rendring this Rite more uſeful to the Ends 


— 


of Piety, and the Adminiſtration of it more 
ſolemn and orderly, if Parents were taught to 
reaſon rightly in this Matter; that is, if their 
Deſire of ſeeing their Children Confirmed, were 
always accompanied with a Defire to ſee them 
at the Lord's Table, and with a ſincere Inten- 
tion and Reſolution to make them Partakers of 
that Holy Ordinance, The Age indeed for 
Confirmation, in Compliance with the received 
Practice, is uſually fixed at fourteen Years, yet 
it were to be withed that Parents would be 
perſuaded to think the Age of Sixteen a more 
proper Time for their Children to be Con- 


| firmed, when their Underſtandings are more 


ripe, and they are fit to be admitted to the Holy 
Communion, and Miniſters may reaſonably 
expect, as a Teſtimony of their being fit to be 


| N Confirmed, that they declare their Intention to 


come to the Lord's Table, at the next Oppor- 
tunity that ſhall offer after their Confirmation. 
For as no Perſon can be ſuppoſed to take upon 
himſelf his Baptiſmal Vow /zrica/ly. and in 
eame/!, ho is not alſo deſirous to renew it 
from time to time at the Holy Communion ; 
ſo the plain Reaſon why ſuch Numbers of thoſe 
who are Confirmed, do afterwards utterly dif- 
regard the Lord's Table is, that they are 
Confirmed ſo long before they are really fit to 


com do it, and either do not know or forget, 


that one end of their Con 
prepare them for it. 
VIII. This, if it were 


ation was to 


duly confidered and 


(#praCtiſed, would be a great Benefit to Religion; 


and fo certainly is the due Performance of this 
Rite of Confirmation, in many other Reſpects: 
s it is the Means of keeping up among us 
the Practice of Catechiſing, and the Occation - 
of bringing both Miniſters, and Parents and 
Children, to comply with that excellent Infti- 
ution,. by way of Preparation for this ancient 
Rite: As ivobligee young Perſoos to wake 3 
public Renunciation of all ſinful 8 
is a ſolemn Dedicatian of tbemſelves to f 
Service of God, and gives religious Thoughts 
and Deſires an early Poſſeſſion of their Hearts: 
As it is the Means of making them conſider 
and underſtand their Baptiſmal Vow, and of 


* 


obtaining Supplies of Spiritual Strength to per- 


form it, by the Prayers df the Faubful, ge- 
| . — 4 with the fn a Ht 3 


which 


* 
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5 and Chriſtians, as a ſolemn Rite of 


me l have been admitted into thy Church · by 


thy holy Spirit, that I may be enabled to per. 


which bath been ever uſed both among | 


edication and Bleſſing: And, finally, as all 
this is performed at an Age, which on one 
hand is not yet corrupted with the Habits of 
Sin, and ſo is moſt capable of ſuch Religious 
Impreffions; and on the other hand, is the 
Time of their Entrance into the World, when 
they have great Need-to be armed by wholſom 
Inſtructions and ſpiritual Preparations of all 
kinds againſt the manifold Temptations which 
they will meet with in it, 

IX. A due Senſe of thoſe great Benefits, 
together with the Reaſonableneſs of obliging 
Children, when they come to Age, not only 
to underſtand the Conditions upon which they 

were received into Covenant with God, but 
alſo to ratiſy with their own Mouths the En- 
gagements and Promiſes which were then 
made in their Names; a juſt Senſe of theſe 
Things, I fay, hath induced ſome of the moſt | 
eminent Proteſtants Abroad, and jparticularly - 
Mr Catvin*, to ſpeak with great Reſpect of 
this Rite of Confirmation, duly and regularly 


7 


A 


"oy : * » 5 ; „ 73 „ 5 3 ; | 2 » Kg 4 f 
Miniſters, and Parents, and all others who 


pared, firſt by a diſtinct Underſtanding of their 
Baptiſmal Vow, and an Enquiry into the 


nk 


RE Ks + 


adminifired, an cleared from the Superſtitions 
of the Church of Rom And it is to be hoped, 
that a like Senſe of theſe Benefits will engage 


are concerned, zealouſly to diſcharge their ſe- 
veral Parts towards the uſeful and orderly Per- 
formance of this Work; more eſpecially, in 


taking Care that the Children be duly pre- 


Breaches which they have. been already guilty 
of; and then by due Expreſſions of Sorrow 
and Repentance for thoſe Breaches, and ſe- 
rious Reſolutions of Obedience for the Re- 
mainder of their Lives: Not doubting, but 
that God will accept and reward this Zeal in 
Miniſters and Parents, for the Enlargement of 
the Kingdom of Chriſt againſt the Powers oft, * | 
and will alſo continue and confirm 7 4 
Diſpoſitions in the Children, by 2 
ſuch Supplies of his Holy Spirit, as he ſhall ſee | 
needful, to arm them againſt the Temptations +; © 
of thE World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. „„ 


4 


® Inſtitut. Lib. IV. Cap. 19. N. 4. I bt (ſays 


Fancy, they could not then make Confe/fron of their Faith 


their Childbood, or at their Entrance into the State of Youth, brought before the Biſhop by their: Parents, and 
* x#tininied by bim in a Catechiſm, *chich they had in a certain Form of Words. And that this Action, which on © 
all Accounts ought to be grave and ſacred, 7.1 have the greater Reverence and Di 


Impoſition of Hands vas /ikewwi/e uſed; and 
ſolemn Benediction.— Now, ſuch an I. 
and xe it were reflored to its primitive Uſe. 
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A Private Praper which may be uſed by 


one who" intends to be Confirmed. |: 


0 Almighty Ged and, merciful Father, 
REL gh whaſe-gracious Providence over 


Baptiſm ; pardon, h beſeegh Thee, all my 
Breaches of that holy Covenant into which I. 
was then entred. And now that I intend to 

renew the ſame in my own Perſon, and to 
take my Baptiſmal Vow upon myſelf; be 
Thou graciouſly pleaſed to.firengtheo me with 


ſorm it; mortifying allmy evil and corrupt 
Affections, and growing daily in Grace and 
Goodneſs; that living here as becomes a 
true Member of Chriſt's Church, I may 
| hereafter be admitted into the Society of Saints 


he) gy ancien Cuſtom, that the Children of Chriflian _ 
Parents, when they were grown up, ſhould be preſented to the Biſbop, that they 11 perform aubat was required 
of Perſons who offered themſelves to be baptized at an Adult | 


o the Youth, after his Faith vas approved, was diſmiſſed with a 
ofition of Hands as this, which is uſed purely as a Bleſſing, I commend, 


þ 


| 2 and direft me by the gracious In- 3 
fluences of thy good Spirit, that I may con- 1 
ſtantly profeſs thy Tru unto my Liess Eng, ® _ "J 


Thee and towards Men; and, havi 


*. 


Age. Foraſmuch therefore as being baptized in thei 
befers the Church, they were, about the Concluſion of 


ty, the Ceremony of 


A Form of Thankſgiving which may be uſed 
in private after Confirmation. 
MIT Gracious God, who keepeſt Co- | 
venant with them that love Thee, and 75 
walk before Thee with their whole Heart; 1 
praiſe thy holy Name for the Opportunity I . 
I have enjoyed of dedicating myſelf to Thee 8.77 
and thy Service in the Preſence of the Church. -Þ 
Do thou, O merciful FA r HE R, who haſt | © 
hitherto preſerved me in Body and Soul, fo 


and keep a Conſcience void of Offence towards 
| ng walked Wo 

in Newneſs and Holineſs of Life, as becomes <0 
a Member of Chriſt's Church, I may at length | = 
partake of that Life and Immortality which he 
brought to Light through the Goſpel, who. 


and Angels, to live with Thee, World with- | liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy . al 
out End. Amen, 1 Ghoſt, one God, World withgut End. Amen. 8 1 
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